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THE END OF ‘THE WORLD’ 


This report on the seizure of a daily Cuban newspaper by 
the Revolutionary Government was written by the Rev. 
Alberto Ancizar for a course in “The Foreign Press” at 
the School of Journalism, University of Missouri. 

The Rev. Ancizar, whose home is in Venezuela, is 
studying for a master of arts degree in journalism. 


Epitaph: 


El Mundo (The World), a daily newspaper in Havana, 
Cuba, was started in 1901. Owned by the Compania 
Editorial El Mundo, S.A., its officers included: president, 
Amadeo Barletta; vice president, Amadeo Barletta, Jr.; 
editor, Raul Alfonso Gonsé; assistant editor, Jorge L. 
Marti; managing editor, Jorge De Cubas; business man- 
ager, Antonio A. Bernabei; advertising manager, F. 
Rubio. 

“El Mundo does not necessarily adhere to the opin- 
ions of its writers,” was written under the staff list. Its 
wrapping advertized: “The modern newspaper for the 
modern home.” El Mundo was seized by the Cuban 
government on February 23, 1960. 


Flashback — Reports of Seizure 


On February 23, 1960, from Havana, the Associated 
Press reported: 


Fidel Castro’s regime seized control today of El 
Mundo, one of Cuba’s last remaining independent 
newspapers, and its companion TV station. The 
paper and the station belonged to Amadeo Bar- 
letta, Italian-born industrialist who came to this 
country as an immigrant and built up a $40 mil- 
lion empire. The government began taking over 
his properties Monday, saying it would determine 
whether he had benefited improperly from ex- 
dictator Fulgencio Batista’s regime. 


Editor & Publisher, North American weekly maga- 
zine for the journalism profession, in its February 27 
issue, added the following comment: 


Of Cuba’s four independent newspapers, El] 
Mundo was the least critical of Castro since he top- 
pled the Batista government. Its television stations 
carried Castro’s marathon nocturnal speeches. 
Seizure of El Mundo was predicted only the day 
before by Jorge Zayas, former editor of Avance, 
who is in exile in Miami. Mr. Zayas said in an 
interview: “Castro does not want to be accused 
again of violating freedom of the press, but if 
bankruptcy occurs or there are labor troubles, 
El Mundo will fall into the hands of the govern- 
ment anyhow. They will claim it was done legally.” 


Last Words 


What do we read in El Mundo during its final weeks? 


December 2, 1959— Page B-8, 8-column headline: 
“Photographs of the Trial of Rafaél del Pino.” Below the 
gigantic picture of the accused this cutline stands: “I 
swear before Christ that everything stated in the sum- 
mary, everything is false.” And a picture of the lawyer 
for the defense carries this cutline: “If he has committed 
any crime, it is a crime of concealment which does not 
imply the death penalty.” Objective reporting, apparent- 
ly, but rather daring in Castro’s Cuba. 


January 3, 1960 — Page A-6 editorializes on “The 
State and Private Enterprise”: “Commander Dr. Ernesto 
Guevara, who has gained for many reasons the love and 
admiration of the Cuban people, declared that ‘the gov- 
ernment is not against private enterprise.’ This deserves 
to be emphasized.” The editorial develops the point that 
free enterprise is in harmony with human rights and 
social justice; it finally states “what has been achieved 
in Cuba, much or little, has been because of free enter- 
prise.” The undertone is evident. 

On the same page, though, are two articles in praise 
of Castro’s regime. Carlos Robrefio signs an article, en- 
titled “The Magi,” saying: “Today circumstances are 
different and the Magi will be able to bring their gifts 
(they act for Santa Claus in Cuba’s tradition) in an 
atmosphere of peace and tranquility.” Another article, 
by Waldo Medina, “As Marti Dreamed It” (Marti was 
the leader of Cuba’s independence in the 1890’s), opens 
with these words: “Before, when Cuba was unhappy. . .” 


January 20—Something happens on the editorial 
page. The customary main editorial column carries two 
headlines, strangely, one above the other. First, “Recti- 
fications Are Not Made,” and below, “The Prime Min- 
ister Today on Telemundo” (El Mundo’s TV station). 
Most of the editorial relates the story of the case of that 
poor man in Madrid, Spain, who, during the reign of 
Alphonse XIII, was, by mistake, reported dead in a 
newspaper column. After many requests which were 
consistently answered that it was the policy of the paper 
“Never to make rectification,” the editor finally sug- 
gested he would carry the name of the victim in the 
daily record of births. 

Then, with no further explanation, the announcement 
is made in the El Mundo editorial that the writer of the 
column together with three other El Mundo journalists 
will interview Fidel Castro on TV that evening. Is it a 
reference to Castro’s contention of always being right? 

It is there, that very night, that the Spanish ambassa- 
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dor blows up in fury at Castro’s accusations and suddenly 
bursts into El Mundo’s TV studio—to be ousted from 
Cuba a few minutes later by presidential decree. The full 
speech of Castro, along with a report of the violent inci- 
dent and a box carrying the protest of El Mundo’s staff 
and workers against the ambassador’s offense, appears 
with due prominence the next day in the January 21 


issue of El Mundo. The box says: 


We are against any foreign interference in the 
destiny of Cuba, against the insolent, indignant, 
and coarse pretense of Ambassador Lojendio to 
interfere in the affairs of Cuba and its Revolution- 
ary Government. 


In the same issue, the arrival of self-exiled editor 
Zayas, of Avance, in Miami is reported on the front page. 
The previous night, on TV, Castro had also referred to 
the servility of Zayas during the previous Batista regime. 


January 31 — The front page headline reports “Death 
Penalty for Misuse of Public Funds.” Down in the right- 
hand corner, as a small news item: “A. Mikoyan Will 
Come to Havana” with a brief dispatch below: “The 
news was given by the official Soviet news agency, Tass.” 

The editorial page lacks a real editorial, but Editor- 
in-Chief R. A. Gonsé recalls the memory of his late 
father and some advice he used to hear from him: 


Man is man’s greatest enemy ... Do not 
believe to be superior to other men .. . To lie 
and to deceive is to develop cancerous habits . 

Do not fear anybody, not even death: neither 
land nor water will bring death to you if God 
does not want. 


Again, an undertone? 


February 4—On the front page, Miss Rosa Oliva, 
of El Mundo staff, writes comments under this headline: 
“Importance of the Russian Exhibit Explained” — an 
unusual practice unseen on El Mundo’s front page before. 
Page 3, the second front page, gives an 8-column head- 
line to a 2-column, 6-inch story: “Disastrous Communist 
Defeat in Kerala.” 

Again, there is no editorial, but instead columnist 
Eloy G. Merino exposes the truth “The so-called Autono- 
mous Organisms are nothing but public beings of the 
indirect administration of the State.” Dangerous accusa- 
tion to Cuba’s newly born bodies of economic reform. 

Yet, page B-8 carries a statement of the director of 
the Russian exhibit pointing out its purpose: “To know 
better the Soviet people and to remove the smuggle of 
many years of intended misinformation of certain news- 
papers and news agencies trying to hide the truth about 
our country.” 


February 5 — The issue, once more, lacks any real 
editorial. To take its place, columnist Mario Llerena 
presents excerpts from the recent Pastoral Letter of the 
Catholic Bishops of Trujillo’s Dominican Republic: 


Each human spirit, even before the day of his 
birth, enjoys an accumulation of rights which are 
antecedent and superior to those of any State .. . 
Against these irremovable rights no attempt of 
all the human powers combined will ever prevail 


nor will it curtail their free exercise. 


Columnist Llerena ends as follows: “Under the im- 
perative of present conditions, the defense of liberty 
has become the key objective of today’s crisis.” Any 
undertone? 

For the first time and it will not be the last, El 
Mundo will print in its pages a paid advertisement “To 
Public Opinion” in spite of the fact that other papers do 
not take this chance. 

A four-column box, page B-8, advertizes as follows: 


To the Contractors of Cuba Federation, To the 
Citizen President of the Republic, To the Citizen 
Prime Minister, To the Secretary of Public Works: 
We consider it logical to have reduced public 
works but we are deeply concerned that this has 
been done (1) affecting those works to be com- 
pleted after auction, (2) that many of these, in- 
stead, will be done by the Administration, (3) that 
there is a tendency for the Department to ac- 
quire the equipment of private contractors, (4) 
that contracts already signed have been disregard- 
ed without compensation for damages. Finally, we 
wish to clarify that illegal enrichment of some con- 
tractors during the past regime should not influ- 
ence negatively the attitude of a just and demo- 
cratic government in regard to the licit activities 
and commercial doings of private citizens who 
contribute to the nation’s development. 


February 6 — Mikoyan visit to Havana is going to 
bring to the pages of El Mundo full coverage of two- 
edged events and daring critical editorials. 

Two articles dominate the editorial page. The first, 
signed José Monto and under the title “The Great Ab- 
sence,” lists the items of the Russian exhibit to conclude 
suddenly: “In such display, there will be a Great Absence, 
because those who manufactured everything, years ago, 
threw Him away from them: God.” Another article of 
Mario Parajon on “The Intellectual and the Revolution,” 
states: “The intellectual does not make the revolution; 
he represents conscience while revolution is made by 
slogans. This tension has only one solution: to adhere to 
conscience while mouthing slogans.” 

On page B-8, there is a pictorial report with three 
3-column photographs. Headline: “Disorder Produced 
Before the Statue of Marti.” The news story explains in a 
few lines the incident: 


The armed forces are watchful... The 
heavy shooting originated in the neighborhood of 
Central Park when a group of youngsters attempt- 
ed to present a floral offering at the foot of the 
statue of Marti ...M. Carnet Nufiez explains 
to El Mundo’s reporter how he stopped the young- 
sters from removing the flowers previously 
brought to the statue by the Soviet representatives. 


February 7— Page A-4 prints a follow-up of the 
Central Park incident, most likely not published by 
other newspapers, certainly not by the majority of them 
now government-controlled. In the very center of the 
page we read: 


The young men . . . (follows a list of nine 
names) ... protagonists of the Central Park 


events, visited our editorial office last evening 
asking for the following statement to be printed, 
as we do now: “In regard to . . . we feel obliged 
to clarify our situation. We are not counter-revo- 
lutionary; we did not attempt any provocation 
against anyone. We merely wanted to fulfill what 
we felt to be a duty. We proceeded in an orderly 
manner to bring symbolic flowers surrounded by 
a Cuban national flag, so as to leave peacefully 
our own offering by the offering of a country 
which we respect as guest of our government but 
disapprove of its philosophy. Our plan was to 
leave with no further disturbance, but we couldn’t. 
Persons who were not members of the police force 
jumped on us. Bullets, not ours, went flying. Why 
should we have used weapons to defend an idea 
in a free country? But during the commotion 
the Soviet flowers were scattered all over. We 
were arrested and pictures were taken in the po- 
lice station; the headlines of the posters we had 
carried around were maliciously changed so as 
to appear in the press without our pledge of sup- 
port to the revolution. Our story is frank in oppo- 
sition to malicious reports and pictures of those 
who dare to do so.” 


The editorial page offers an analysis, presented on 
the ideological level, of democracy and totalitarianism, 
entitled “Freedom or Slavery.” 

In the same issue, page A-7, a 2-column paid adver- 
tisement “Letter to El Mundo in Defense of the Memory 
and Inheritance of the Late Dr. Carlos Saladrigas” signed 
by his widow: “With great surprise we have learned 
that he has been included among those who misused 
public funds according to the Ministry of Recuperation.” 
Later, on the business page, an 8-column headline fol- 
lowed by a strong statement as follows: “Industrial 
Development Urgent for the Nation”: “If the Associa- 
tion of Cuban Industrialists can take pride in anything 
during its 37 years of existence, it is in its effort to have 
supported under every condition and circumstance the 
need to industrialize the country in order to provide 
more jobs at salaries more and more as high as possible.” 


February 9—El Mundo gives the news without 
further comment concerning the agreement to buy Cuban 
sugar for the Soviet Union and quotes Mikoyan as say- 
ing: “If asked to describe paradise, I could describe 


(Cuba. 


February 10 — Page A-2, a 3-column box says: 


“The American Graphic Arts Supply Com- 
pany: To Public Opinion.” In reference to the 
false accusations published against this company, 
February 8, in the newspaper Avance (self-exiled 
Zayas’ daily), we declare (1) the statements made 
are absolutely false and malignant; (2) also false 
is the claim to foreign beneficiaries of our enter- 
prise; (3) we reject the accusation of hiding 
chemicals and (4) the news given in bad faith 
that our company has any of its business estab- 
lished in the Dominican Republic. 


Once again, there is no true editorial on the editorial 
page. Instead, Mario Llerena writes on “Signs of Hope”: 


a socio-anthropological analysis of the “homo sapiens 
in search of a proper order of things” as reflected in 
the recent recuperations taking place in Brazil, Mexico, 
Venezuela, Chile, Colombia, and Argentina, greatly urg- 
ing arrival at a formula which would provide the full 
combination of a man who earns his daily bread by 
honorable work while he enjoys freedom of thought and 
free determination. “If this is not achieved, may God 
take care of us!” 

On this very page is a report on the re-election of 
the board of journalists of El Mundo; re-elected officers 
are A. Gutiérrez Cordovi, José Monté S., C. Chartrand, 
and W. Vicente. 


February 12 — The front page carries a rather naive 
article of the Rev. Ratl Fernandez Ceballos, secretary of 
the Council of Evangelical Churches of Cuba, under 
this heading: “Communism Has No Influence in the 
Cuban Government.” 

On the editorial page, Mario Llerena writes on the 
“Irony of History” comparing an AP wire announcing 
the USSR search for a loan from the United States and 
the proud Soviet exhibit in Havana, “a true example of 
dialectical sophistry!” 

A 5-column banner headline hits the top of page 
A-10: “Explanation Requested on the Preventive Arrests”’: 


The Supreme Court of Cuba has passed orders 
to all the presiding judges of the Republic ask- 
ing for immediate information on the reasons for 
the long and delayed preventive arrests which 
have been taking place without due trial of the 
arrested . . . Ruling at the same time that the 
reports on the arrested persons shall be presented 
during the time limit assigned by the law. 


Did this strongly worded and daring request also 
appear in the rest of the deplorable Cuban press? We 
doubt it. 


February 14—Front page headline: “Commercial 
Agreement Signed Between Cuba and the Soviet Union.” 
Second page headline, 8-column wide though the news 
story occupies three inches of one column: The Visit of 
Nikita Khrushchev to India a Failure.” 

In the same issue, also page two, a new political party, 
“Christian Democratic Movement” makes use of El 
Mundo columns to announce its birth, similar to other 
organizations of the continent, and expresses its political 
goals in a general way. 

Again, the columnists take over the editorial columns. 
Mario Parajén writes a subtle analysis of Sophocles’ 
tragedy “Antigone” and her proclamation of “liberty and 
morals.” Parajon says as follows: 


The State had not taken into account this cry 
of a rebel named Antigone ... The Hellenists 
are right: in the name of Man she will forever 
visit the jails and break the irons which imprison 
all the victims of all dictatorships! In the hour 
in which the Russian tanks entered Hungary, 
Antigone was again on the side of the people being 
crushed under a bureaucracy which was protect- 
ing a nominal proletariat against a real prole- 
tariat. This is why Antigone must have closed 
her eyes in shame when Friday night, during his 
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press conference, Mikoyan lost his temper because 
the questions were scoring, hurting, and when he 
chose to evade coarsely a problem which demand- 
ed a sincere answer. 


It is unnecessary to elaborate on the logical reaction 
of Premier Fidel Castro if he was aware of El Mundo’s 
consistent anti-communist criticism during Mikoyan’s 
stay in Havana. 

As if to hammer more clearly, if possible, El Mundo’s 
standpoint, José Monté writes on the same editorial page 
an article “The Straight Line” in which he says: 


Is it perhaps that to be with the revolution one 
has to be with the Communists? We said this very 
phrase here last March and we indicated then 
that our revolution intended to be a healthy, dem- 
ocratic and national one full of high ideals, and 
that the Communists with their special gift of 
mimicry, certainly not given to them by God, 
were trying to make us believe that they had 
planned everything and achieved everything. The 
reader will ask what we are driving at, whether 
our contention is to accuse the Revolutionary 
Government of being Communist. Well, yes and 
no. Yes, as far as to reject Communism person- 
ally according to our unchangeable line. We 
do not accuse this Revolution of Communism. 
First, because we are not ignoring the facts and 
we are not Communists either: Only two such 
groups are asserting it. They both lie. There is 
a third and powerful reason: we are on a straight 
line and we have faith in the postulates of the 
Revolution. . . . Anyone opposed to clean-cut and 
straight thought being presented without restric- 
tions will be counter-revolutionary . . . this one 
will be playing along either with former regimes 
or he will be a Communist, but never a man who 
loves freedom and true democracy. 


Courageous, isn’t it? 

El Mundo proudly publishes on page A-8 a recogni- 
tion of its high journalistic performance. Headline 
“Award.” And below: “Our well-appreciated friend, mem- 
ber of our staff, Manuel de J. Zamora has just obtained 
an award from the Ministry of Education: the first prize 
for reporting on the affairs of the Revolution before 
January 1, 1959.” (That is still during Batista’s regime, 
prior to the date it was overthrown.) Clear testimony of 
unbiased journalistic performance, apparently not seek- 
ing to please the previous dictator in any way. Yet, a 
week later, it will be put under suspicion by Castro’s 
officials. 


February 16 — Three paid advertisements appear in 
this issue, addressed to “Public Opinion.” One, from the 
Collegiated Optometrists, rejects as false and malignant 
the attacks of the new board of the Cuban Society of 
Ophthalmology “promoted only by mercantilism.” An- 
other box is ened to state the condemnation by the 
Havana Veterinary Association of an article written in 
the (widely circulated, pro-Castro) weekly Bohemia. 
Finally, the Board of the Cuban Society of Pediatrics 
addresses itself to the people of Cuba expressing views 
on health measures. 
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February 20 — Saturday brings the last issue to ge 
into the mail before the end of The World (El Mundo 
under free ownership and free management. The issu 
carries the number 18,757. Apparently, two more issue 
were printed on Sunday and Monday which never ha 
the chance of being mailed. 

The front page headline and subheads bring the fol 
lowing story: “Officially Admitted by United States Tha 
the Wiese Plane Came From a Florida Base: are | 
Made to Guba: Agreement to Conduct an Investigation.” 

On page A-2, two stories dominate the page: “Indo: 
nesia Entertains Nikita,” and “II World Congress For: 
Democracy and Freedom Next April in Caracas.” 

Page A-3 gives a map of Mr. Eisenhower’s trip to} 
South Teena ont dispatches*from the news agency’ 
“Prensa Latina” including “Solidarity Between Brazil| 
and Cuba.” 

The editorial page does not carry an editorial; it: 
even lacks the customary funny cartoon (always strictly’ 
non-political during those weeks). Space is given to) 
news such as the Cuban unions backing up the agreement | 
between Cuba and the USSR, with no further comment. 
In the same way, the presentation of a new ambassador | 
from Yugoslavia is reported. The only columnist today. 
is Mario Parajon, who writes a social analysis of the 
French movie “God Needs Men.” Why such an marie 
It is not clear. 

Following pages filled with noncommittal, dull con- | 
tent on business, society, sports, and advertising. 

The last page speaks of sugar cane, educational pro- — 


gress, action from the Ministry of Recovery (of misused | 
public funds) and an ofhcial clarification of an attempted © | 
rebellion in the city of Boniato’s jail. | 
So ends El Mundo after a courageous but daring — 
performance during its last few weeks which can be 


summed up as follows: 


El Mundo’s Deeds and Misdeeds 


In favor of Cuba’s revolution: 


1) A testimonial award for favorable reporting. 

2) Two columns in praise of the improved situa- 
tion. 

3) A protest against interference of a foreign 
ambassador. 

4) A favorable appraisal of the importance of 
the Soviet exhibit in Havana. 


Displeasing, possibly, to Prime Minister Castro: 


1) Editorial page comments under the following 
headings: 

— State and Private Enterprise 

— Rectifications Never Made 

— Man, Man’s Greatest Enemy 

— Falsely Autonomous Institutes 

— Quotes from the Bishops of the Dominican 
Republic 

— Absent from the Soviet Exhibit: God 

— Need to Listen to Conscience 

— Freedom or Slavery 

— Freedom of Thought and Free Determination 

— Russia’s Dialectical Sophistry 

— Mikoyan Coarse in Answering About the Hun- 
garian Revolt 


— Our Straight Line: Anti-Communism 

2) Seven paid statements to “Public Opinion” 
critical and against false accusations made. 

3) A report on the other side of the story of vio- 
lent incidents concerning the Mikoyan offering 
to the statue of Marti. 

4) Four news stories on (1) two Khrushchev 
failures, (2) the beginning of an independent 
political party in Cuba, (3) an order by the 
Cuban Supreme Court for investigation of 
preventive arrests. 


Do we have, after this, the right to be so naive as to 
accept that El Mundo was seized only because of the pos- 
sibility that Amadeo Barletta “had benefited improperly 
from ex-dictator Fulgencio Batista’s regime”? 


- Reincarnation 


But it was not the end of El Mundo. 

Friday, February 26, El Mundo reappeared under a 
new editor-in-chief, Jorge Villar Guardia. Survivors 
from the previous staff are only the assistant editor, Jorge 
L. Marti, and F. Rubio, advertising manager. 

From that day on, the front page prominent space 
will be given to Prime Minister Fidel Castro whose 
speeches will be fully printed in two or three inside pages. 

A political cartoonist will inaugurate a “Hate Ameri- 
ca” series, picturing pirate flags all over Florida and 
an agonizing Cuban farmer crucified against the cross- 
like line drawing of an odd shaped dollar symbol. 

Humorous or tragic as it may appear, the first edi- 


torial of El Mundo under pro-Castro management reads 


as follows: 
Freedom of the Press for the Truth: Today 


Columbia, Missouri 


August 1960 


we begin again our editorials. Nobody now has 
any doubt — though a few deny it in bad faith 
— that we have in Cuba today the most absolute 
freedom of expression ever enjoyed by our people. 
Nevertheless, faced with the decision of the Com- 
mission on Freedom of the Press for journalists 
and broadcasters to insert clarifying additional 
phrases to any information or comment tending 
to slant the revolutionary truth, some journalistic 
enterprises, against the will and wishes of their 
own journalists and workers, made the decision to 
omit in the most arbitrary way their daily editori- 
als so as to suggest to public opinion that there was 
censorship of the press in Cuba. The above-men- 
tioned decision of the Commission on Freedom of 
the Press does not relate to any suggestion from 
the Revolutionary Government as clearly stated 
by the Prime Minister. It is our luck today, for 
those who work in this daily newspaper, to express 
freely our opinions without limitations and auto- 
censorship of any publisher, to expose those tortu- 
ous ways of deforming the truth, to recover El 
Mundo from this plot against the freedom of the 
press, by means of the seizure by the Revolution- 
ary Government of this newspaper entrusting its 
management to us under only the condition of 
limiting ourselves to the truth. 


Does this editorial leave any doubt that reasons other 
than foreign ownership — in case Barletta was not nat- 
uralized — and possible illegal enrichment, brought about 
the seizure of another responsible Havana newspaper? 

After a long period of asylum in the Italian Embassy 
in Havana, Amadeo Barletta arrived in Miami, Florida 
in June. He said, “Freedom of the press is dead in Cuba, 
but we believe deeply this nightmare will pass.” 
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